MUSICAL VOCABULARY

BAR: Lines drawn perpendicularly across the staff to divide it into measures. The term also means measure in common usage, but the bar is strictly the line itself, and not the measure it defines

BARLINE: The common term meaning bar or the lines drawn perpendicularly across the staff to divide it into measures. Other variants of the barline are the double barline and the final barline.

BASS:

1. The lowest part in a musical composition. 

2. The lowest or deepest male voice.

3. The lowest pitched instrument in a family of instruments such as the bass recorder, double bass, bass clarinet, tuba, etc. 

BEAT: The regular pulse of music which may be dictated by the rise or fall of the hand or baton of the conductor by a metronome, or by the accents in music.

BRASS INSTRUMENTS: The family of wind instruments which are made of a brass or silver tube that flares into a bell at the end and usually have valves or slides. The members of this family include the trumpet, horn, trombone, tuba and their families.

CLEF: A symbol placed at the beginning of the staff to denote which notes are indicated by the lines and spaces. The most common clefs are: 

1. the bass, or F clef.

2. the treble, or G clef
3. the C clef
CONDUCTOR: The leader of a musical ensemble who indicates through gestures or conducting patterns how the music should be interpreted by the musicians. 

DYNAMICS: The loudness or softness of a composition. The term piano (p) is used to indicate softness and forte (f) to indicate loudness. Each of these is augmented if the letter symbolizing it is doubled or tripled (e.g. "pp" - "pianissimo", "very soft"; "ppp" - "pianississimo", "very, very soft"). Each is also lessened if proceeded by mezzo (m) (e.g. "mf" - "mezzo forte", "somewhat loud"). Also included in dynamics are the crescendo ("slowly growing louder"), decrescendo ("slowly growing softer"), and the sforzando ("sudden loudness").

EIGHTH NOTE: A note having the time duration of one eighth of the time duration of a whole note. 

HALF NOTE: A note that has half the duration of time of a whole note. 

INSTRUMENT: Any device used to create music. The major classifications are woodwinds, brass, percussion, and stringed instruments. Keyboard instruments are sometime a separate category, although they produce sounds either by vibrating strings (as in the case of the piano, harpsichord, virginal, etc.) or by the flow of air (as in the organ). Electronic instruments, developed in the 20th century, form a new classification of instruments.
MEASURE: American term, equivalent to the English term "bar", signifying the smallest metrical divisions of a composition, containing a fixed number of beats, marked off by vertical lines on the staff. 

MUSIC: Any rhythmic, melodic, or harmonic grouping of sounds that is specifically composed and that forms a unity so as to convey a message, to communicate, or to entertain.

NOTE: A notational symbol used to represent the duration of a sound and, when placed on a music staff, to also indicate the pitch of the sound.

PERCUSSION INSTRUMENTS: Instruments that are sounded by striking, shaking, plucking, or scraping. All instruments such as drums and bells fall into this category. Percussion instruments may be further divided into those instruments that produce a definite pitch and those that do not. Some whistles (aerophones) are also included in this category of instruments because they tend to be considered sound effects rather than serious instruments. 

PITCH: The specific quality of a sound that makes it a recognizable tone. Pitch defines the location of a tone in relation to others, thus giving it a sense of being high or low.

PLUCK (TO): To cause the strings on a stringed instrument to vibrate by picking or pulling them with fingers or a pick. This is a common means of playing the guitar and similar instruments but also applied to the violin family (pizzicato) and, on occasion, the piano. The harpsichord is also a plucked instrument although it is plucked by a jack rather than the finger.

QUARTER NOTE: A note having the time duration of one fourth of the time duration of a whole note. 

REST: A symbol standing for a measured break in the sound with a defined duration. Each specific note value has a defined duration and an equivalent rest with the same duration.

SHAKE (TO): A rapid back-and-forth movement of a percussion instrument to produce a rattling sound

SIXTEENTH NOTE: A note having the time duration of one sixteenth of the time duration of a whole note. 

STAFF: A set of five, equidistant, horizontal lines joined together by a brace. The staff (also called stave) is used to clearly communicate musical notation. Note symbols, dynamics, and other performance directions are placed within, above, and below the staff.

STRING INSTRUMENTS: Any musical instrument that produces sound by means of vibrating strings. The strings are under appropriate tension, and are set into vibration by being plucked (as the harp, guitar, or lute, etc.), strummed (as the harp, guitar, or lute, etc.), struck (as the piano, dulcimer, or clavichord, etc.), or bowed (as the violin, viol, or 'cello, etc.).

STRIKE (TO): To hit -To perform by stroking keys or strings as in striking a series of chords on the piano (Action by a hammer on a piano string; one of three ways to make a sound on a chordophone).

TEMPO: The speed of the rhythm of a composition. Tempo is measured according to beats per minute. A very fast tempo, prestissimo, has between 200 and 208 beats per minute, presto has 168 to 200 beats per minute, allegro has between 120 and 168 beats per minute, moderato has 108 to 120 beats per minute, andante has 76 to 108, adagio has 66 to 76, larghetto has 60 to 66, and largo, the slowest tempo, has 40 to 60. 

TIMBRE: The quality of a sound; that component of a tone that causes different instruments (for example a guitar and a violin) to sound different from each other while they are both playing the same note.

TIME SIGNATURE: A symbol placed at the left side of the staff indicating the meter of the composition. For example, a time signature of 3/4 would indicate that there are three quarter notes in each measure and the quarter notes receive the main pulse (or beat).

TONE: The particular sound of an instrument or voice, as well as the performer¹s particular coloring of that sound. For example, the tone produced by a certain clarinetist could be said to be rich, dark, and mellow; this is the result of the natural sound of the instrument, combined with the performer¹s particular technique of playing. 

TREBLE: The highest part of a polyphonic composition.

VOICE: The production of sound from the vocal chords, often used in music. The voice falls into six basic categories defined by pitch, ranging, from bottom to top, Bass, Baritone, Tenor, Contralto, Mezzo Soprano, and Soprano (three male and three female). The voices are sufficiently different in timbre to be easily distinguished, even when singing the same pitch. Two exceptions are the Castrato and Countertenor in the male voice which are rare. 

WHOLE NOTE: A note having the time duration of half the time duration of a double whole note. 

WOODWIND INSTRUMENTS: Those instruments that are made of wood and sounded by means of air. The clarinet and oboe families fall into this category, as do the saxophone and the flute families. Although the saxophone is made of brass, it is derived from the wooden clarinet, and is sounded by a reed, thus it is considered to be a woodwind instrument. As well, the flute is made of metal (usually silver), but since it is derived from a wooden ancestor, it too, is considered to be a woodwind instrument.
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